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To a boy just

ERD 3

entering on the

Warfare of Life.

—_——D—

Arm ! for the hour is drawing nigh
When thou must strive in fight :
The world inspires thy kindling eye,
And thy young heart bounds light.

Yet little, little dost thou know
What foes await thee there;
A moment listen, while | show

The dangers thou must dare,

First, Pleasures’ gay and lovely throng
Will tempt thee on the way,
Where stands, all terrible and strong,

Fierce Passion's dark array.

And Falsehood, bold, yet cowering foe,
Will take thee for his mark,
And Slander, whose assassin blow,

Strikes only in the dark,

And scepticism, wild and free,
And Error's daring mien,
Led on by false Philosophy
Will in that field be seen,

Alas ! this is a fearful view,
Of the wild War of life ;
But thou, dear hoy, are brave and true

And will not shun the strife,

Yet be thou cautious, as thou'rt brave;
Choose well thy battle-gear;
For once set on-shame to the slave

Would hesitate or fear!

The buckler of Integrity

Throw broadly over thy breast ;
Thy helmet let bright Honour be,
And Truth thy stainless crest.

And be thyridht-hand weapon. boys
A calm inquiring mind,
Where prejudice’s dull alloy,

Foes seek in vain to find.

Let kind and gentle courtesy
Be burnish to thy mail ;
+ Twill turn many a stroke from thee,

When rougher arms would fail.

Accoutred thus, go forth in joy,
While rings thy battle-cheer;
On-on-fear God, my gallant boy:

But know no other fear.

From: Chawebers, Poem for
Young Feople.
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