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EXTRACT FROM THE CONVOCATION ADDRESS, August 1939.

Address by Mr. R. P. Masani, Vice-Chancellor, Bombay University.
Highest Gift of University: DISCIPLINED THINKING

“The highest gift which a University can impart to you
is that disciplined thinking and understanding which go to form
not only a strong intellect but also a strong character, and it is
character, singleness of purpose and manly spirit more than
the ability to win a prize or to secure a degree or a diploma,
that count.

““You are going out into the world at a time when India
has arrived at a very critical stage in her political evolution.
Vital decisions will have to be taken shortly; widely divergent
views will have to be adjusted; heterogemeous element of the
vast population welded into a unified nation. What does the
public expect you to do to facilitate the transition to the new
order ? It expects you to show a true semse of wvalues, values
which constitute the grace of life, and to bring disciplined
reasoning and sound judgment to bear on the complicated
problems that will arise. Indeed, what India needs to-day is a
growing class of intelligent, independent, high-toned men and
women who can see clearly for themselves what is to be urged on
both sides of a question and be helpful in promoting mutual
anderstanding and creating an informed public opinion.

‘ Independent thinking should not be confused with defiance
of authority or resistance to law. “Why should T obey " is the
question now on the lips of some people who are to revolt against
the policy of Prohibition initiated by the Bombay Government.
Without entering into the merits or demerits of the action taken
by Government, without disputing the right of a free citizen to
protest against auy measnre witti which he is not in agreement,
may I call attention to the fundamental considerations out of
which springs the obligation to obey law? Of the individual
member of society who frets under the new enactment, may I
aski Whence have you acquired that strong sense of personality
which now asserts itself in opposition to law? Does it come
from your corporate life, from your identification with the entire
society ?

“We cannot all be great men, but great deeds are within
the reach of all. Great deeds include simple acts of kindmess
and social service. Be our sphere of influence, what it may, be
it small or be it large, there is sure to be ample scope in it for
loving service to humanity.”
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