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EXTRACTS FROM CONVOCATION ADDRESS (B. U. 1937)
BY MR. MOOKER]EE.

TIME FOR ACTION.

“In recent years occasions like the present one have been untilised
with remarkable zeal for discussing problems of educational reconstruction
in India. I am inclined to think that public attention has been sufficiently
stirred by such utterances and by the publication of numerous reports,
pamphets and addresses.. And the time has now come for initiating a new
policy of education, suited to our needs and aspirations and consistent with
the best traditions of our past. That the aim and outlook of Indian univer-
sities should be altered in many respects in the light of our changing
conditions is acknowledged by all schools of thought. The future policy in
respect of Indian universities must however be one of progressive expansion
and not of short-sighted curtailment.”

VARSITY'S ROLE.

* A University, if pcoperly conducted, can be the home of progressive
thought and culture; it can be the mouth piece of national hopes and
aspirations ; it can be the recognised medium for conserving and advancing
the bounds of knowledge, and for preserving and raising the intellectual
life and thought of a nation, breathing an atmosphere of freedom and truth,
drawing together men and women of all castes and creeds, inspired by a zeal
for devoted and unselfish service. Indeed there should be no question of
contlict between the different stages of educations, primary, secondary and
university ; and each should receive the unstinted support of the State and
the public.” ]

e 1127 b that some.of o wil achieve succssfroma worldly pont o
Lo ot 1 ‘ ¥ i pective professm_n : there may
other amongst you who may pursue the path of scholarship and learning
or follow other walks of life, beneficial to soclety but not highly | ive ;
there may be still others wl I e ucmatve
may be still others who may have to spend their days in comparative
obscurity or may not attain worldly success at all. Some of you will b
leaders and i ands ; others will | Sonbal
s and 1ssue commands ; others will learn to carry them out, all acting

for the common welfare.
INDIANS FIRST.

" You have drunk deep at the springs of Western knowledge. While
you will not hesiate to absorb for your benefit and for the national éood the
best elements in Western culture and thought, you will not In any case
permit the destruction of the vital elements of your own civilisation (As
true sons and daughters of Bombay, you will of course, strive for the in-
creasing greatness of your presidency and be loyal to her in thought and
action; but never disown your allegiance to the spirit of your beloved
Motherland and whenever the occasion needs, it, do not hesitate to proclaim
yourselves as Indians first and anything else next."” j

“Let us unteservedly stand by our conviction that whatever our
detradctors may say, Indian universities are bound to play a large and noble
part in the emergence of a new India which will be the mistress of her own
dgstines. the pround inheritor of an ancient civilisation, rebuilt and reshaped
with the changing requirements of the age. Let us stand united to make
our universities centre of culture and independent thought, nurseries of
honest and open-minded teachers and scholars pursuing and advancing
knowledge, from which will go forth many and useful citizens brave and
self-reliant, patriotic and fair-minded, capable of making sacrifices and
judging issues and problems critically and fearlessly.”

( Bombay Chronicle 18th August 1937.)
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