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It was 'only in & country like India, with its physical advantages and
disadvantages, that such a rich development of philosophical thought as we
can watch in the six systems of philosophy, could have taken place, In
ancient India there could hardly have been a very severe struggle for life.
The necessaries of life were abundantly provided by nature, and people with few
tastes could live there like the birds in a forest, and soar like birds towards the
fresk air of heaven and the eternel sources of light and truth., What was there
to do for those who, in order to escape from the heat of the tropical sun, had
taken their abode in the shade of groves or in the caves of mountainous valleys
except to meditate on the world in which they found themselves placed, they
did not know how or why ? There was hardly any political life in ancient India,
such as we know it from the Vedas, and in consequence neither politicel strife
nor municipal ambition, Neither art nor science existed as yet, to call forth
the energies of this highly gifted race, While we, overwhelmed with news-
papers, with parliamentary reports, with daily discoveries and discussions; with
new novzls and time«Killing social functions, have hardly any leisure left to
dwell ou metaphysieal and I'E”[Iiﬂllﬂ prohleme; these problems formed almost the
only subject on which the old inhiabitants of India could spend their intellectual
energies, Life in a forest was no impossibility in the climate of India; and in
the absence of the most Ol’(”[]ﬂfy means of communication, what was there to
do for the members of the small gettlements dotted over the country, but to
gi've expression to that wonder at the world which is the beginning of all
philosophy ? Literary ambition could hardly exist during a period when even
the art of writing was not yet known, and when there was no literature except
what could be spread and handed down by memory, developed to an extra-
ordinary and almost incredible extent under a carefully elaborated discipline.
But at a time when people could not yet think of public applause or private gain,
they thought all the more of truth; and hence the perfectly independent and
honest character of most of their philosophy,

% X X X

What [ admire in Indian philosophers is that they never try to deceive us

as to their principles and the consequences of their theories, If they are

idealists, even to the verge of nihilism, they say so; and if they hold that the

objective world requiries a real, though not necessarily a visible or trangible

substratum, they are never afraid to speak out. They are bona fide idealists

or materialists; monists or dualists, theists or atheists, because their reverence
for truth is stronger than their reverenge for anything elge,

Max. Muller’'s Preface to 8ix Systems of Indian Philosophy.
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